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Foreword

By Dr. Bryant M. Kirkland

a portrait can be a spiritual experience both for th

human
ight shining within.

Part of the illumination also shines out of the I perception and intuitior .

It takes a clear to interpret the meanings of the lights and shadows
playing across the features nf— history of a person's inner bartles @ hinc-
ed in the gentle creases and furrows around the yes and across the brows, and even

more deeply graven in the secrets of the heart.

Both the

and the beheld engage in a stylistic dialogue, which gently reveals the hopes and fears,

the dreams and memories of the subject. Little clues and hints emerge in the

onfidences exchanged whil o1sed in contemplation

Jesus talked about the light that lighteth every person

who comes into the world} He also warned that if that light

is shrouded, how great is the saper darkness. And that
applies to both the subject and the artist. It takes inner clar-

ity to perceive an ret the light within another persor

The subject wants to be seen in the best light and to be
remembered as having reached somewhere near his dreams
for lurking in every portrait is the shadow of mortality ang
the yearning for immortali
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UGLASS

more finish and completeness,

The researcher

GEORGE A DOUGLASS

Oil on canvas, 3: X 36" (84cm x 91cm), 1972

Collection, Mr. and Mrs, George A. Douglass
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» THE ST BUAS BARR FAMILY

Oil on canvas, 81" x 85" (

206cm x 216¢cm), 1974
Collection, Mrs. J.D.A. Barr

Norfolk, Virginia
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